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PREFACE XX Polar Symposium 
Lublin, 1993 

We  are honoured  for  the second  time to receive in Lublin the people investigating 
the polar world  who arrived  here, to participate  in the Polar  Symposium. The  aim of 
the Symposium is to present the latest  results  of  researches carried  out in the North 
and  South  polar regions, to show both complexity and  importance of  explorations  in 
these areas as well  as to give opportunity  for  discussion  and  to lay out trends  for 
further  studies.  This  is the jubilee i.e. the twenties symposium organized  by the 
Polar  Club  of  the Polish Geographical  Society.  On this occassion we feel  it our duty 
to give some information  concerning the Club  and  its history. 

At the beginning of  the seventies Professor  Alfred  Jahn  suggested  founding  the 
organization  of  arctic and  antarctic  polar expedition  participants.  The  idea  was 
approved  by the team of  well  known polar researchers and  those who took  the first 
steps in this field.  They  accepted  the Memorial  presented  by Professor  Jahn  at the 
Polar  Symposium in Wroclaw  in 1972 postulating  creation the Polar  Club  whose 
aims among others would  be: "... - stimulation  of  Polish research in the polar 
regions, 

-popularization  of  the Polish exploratory  and  research achievements in the 
polar regions, 

- maintance of  contact among expedition  participants". 
The  Memorial  was sent to the Polish Geographical  Society  with the request for  its 
supervision of  the Club. 

The  Central  Board  of  Polish Geographical  Society  agreed  to create the Polar 
Club  on January,  1974. In  the same year on March  29 the first  Symposium of  the 
Polar  Club  was organized  in Wroclaw  in which 99 persons took  part. The  Club 
authorities  were elected  then. Professor  Alfred  Jahn  became the President  and  Doc. 
Stanisław  Baranowski  the Secretary.  Then  the decision  was made  which was stricly 
observed  that every year there would  be held  Polar  Symposia - meetings of  all  Club 
members and  its supporters.  They  will  constitute  a kind  of  the forum  for 
presentation  of  expedition  scientific  achievements and  enabling integration  of  the 
polar community, making  easier planning,  organizing  expeditions  and  simultaneous 
coordination  of  undertakings. 

In  the years 1974-1993 the Polar  Symposia were organized  in the following 
centres: Wroclaw  (1974,  1975, 1988), Toruń  (1976,  1983, 1989), Poznań (1977, 
1984,1990), Gdańsk  (1978,1986,1992),  Szczecin  (1985,1991),  Kraków  (1980), 
Łódź  (1979),  Sosnowiec (1981),  Warszawa  (1982)  and  Lublin (1987,  1993). 

Special  publications were prepared  on the occassion of  symposia. They  included 
the results  of  investigations  carried  out in Arctic and  Antarctic  and  expedition 
reports. 
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